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POEM  OF  OUR  CHURCH 

Little  Rock  Church,  thou  ancient  Shrine   ^'  ^ 
Of  this  community, 
Thy  faithful  members  pledge  to  thee 
Our  love  and  Loyalty. 

A  guardian  angel  it  has  stood 
Throughout  the  change  years, 
Brought  us  to  Christ,  confirmed  our  Faith, 
And  calmed  our  darkest  fears. 

As  Old  Schoolmates  we  welcome 
With  fraternal  salutations. 
The  Brethren  all  extend  their 
Heartfelt  Felicitations. 

As  we  again  assemble 
On  our  cherished  native  sod. 
Recall  our  worthy  forbears. 
And  return  thanks  unto  God. 

For  your  most  gracious  Welcome 

We  express  appreciation 
To  our  good  Folks  of  Cross  Roads 
In  this  great  congregation. 

Silas  Rome  Lucas 
Wilson,  NC 
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THE  HISTORY  OF 
LITTLE  ROCK 
ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Early  in  1871,  a  small  group  of  people  saw  the  need  for  a  church  to 
serve  their  community.  Being  active  Christians,  these  people  began 
working  toward  their  goal  that  was  reached  shortly  thereafter.  On  May 
15,  1871,  Elder  Daniel  Davis,  assisted  by  Elder  Joseph  Sauls  and  Dea- 
con Jesse  Rose  of  Union  Grove  Church  in  Wayne  County,  met  with  these 
Christians  who  organized  a  Free  Will  Baptist  church.  This  first  signifi- 
cant meeting  was  held  at  the  Elarice  (Elias)  Barnes  Schoolhouse,  a  small 
school  that  was  located  across  the  Creek  on  the  corner  of  the  Cordy  Lucas 
and  Charlie  Barnes  farms.  Later,  the  church's  meetings  were  moved  to 
its  present  location  in  a  school  that  was  set  in  a  small  wooded  lot.  The 
original  location  then  became  known  as  the  ballpark. 

The  name  selected  for  the  new  church  reflected  the  original  baptis- 
mal site  for  new  believers.  Little  Rock  was  appropriately  chosen  since  it 
was  derived  from  a  location  in  Davis  Creek,  one-half  mile  south  of  the 
church  on  present-day  Little  Rock  Church  Road.  Candidates  would  step 
down  from  a  little  rock  into  a  natural  pool  that  formed  in  front  of  the 
bigger  rocks.  Baptismal  services  were  held  at  this  site  for  the  new  church 
and  other  community  churches  for  more  than  eighty  years. 

In  1884,  a  new  school  was  constructed  where  Lucama  Elementary 
School  is  now  located.  At  Little  Rock,  a  building  committee  was  se- 
lected to  plan  a  new  church  building.  The  members  of  this  committee 
were:  Amos  Atkinson,  Bennett  Campbell,  and  James  Newsome. 

Uncle  Larry  Lucas  gave  the  land,  known  as  the  schoolhouse  lot,  to 
the  church.  The  school  building  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Billy  Bass  and 
moved  to  his  farm.  The  new  1884  building  was  completed  and  the  new 
church  was  ready  for  its  first  yearly  meeting  in  August,  1887. 

Six  charter  members  were  present  for  this  first  meeting: 
Sally  Newsome  Elizabeth  Lucas 

Millie  Lucas  Campbell  Mary  Lucas  Atkinson 

Elizabeth  Woodard  Aquilla  Moore 
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Deacon  Jesse  Rose  of  Union  Grove  served  the  church  until  there  were 
men  who  joined  the  congregation.  During  the  first  charter  year,  these 
members  were  added  to  the  church: 


Molly  Ferrell 
Joanna  Godwin 
Larry  Lucas 
Jane  Godwin 

Other  early  members  listed  on  the  roll: 


Simon  Newsome 
William  Woodard 
Nancy  Godwin 
Bennett  Campbell 


P.  T.  Lucas 
Nelly  Lucas 
J.  H.  Lucas 
Alfred  Moore 


Polly  Newsome 
Amos  Atkinson 
J.  W.  Godwin 
Fannie  Newsome 


Burkett  Woodard 
Calvin  Woodard 
Clarkey  Woodard 
Johnathan  Newsome 


Addie  Newsome 
W.  H.  Woodard 
James  Newsome 
Winnie  Newsome 


Elder  Daniel  Davis  served  the  Little  Rock  congregation  for  twenty- 
two  years  untl  1893  and  then  again  in  1897.  He  had  organized  several 
churches  and  traveled  on  horseback  to  serve  as  pastor  to  each  of  them. 
At  Little  Rock,  he  had  one,  sometimes  two  assistant  pastors  who  would 
hold  services  when  he  could  not  be  present. 


The  original  officers  were: 


Clerk:  Simon  Newsome,  followed  by  J.  W.  Godwin  and  James 
Newsome 

Ruling  Elders:  Larry  Lucas,  Bennett  Campbell 
Trustees-  P.  T.  Lucas,  J.  H.  Lucas 
Deacon:  Amos  Atkinson 
Treasurer:  Amos  Atkinson 


Immediately  after  its  organization,  the  church  began  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  all  general  meetings  of  the  denomination,  the  Union  Con- 
ference and  ministers'  Meeting,  the  General  Conference,  the  Western 
Union  Meeting,  and  the  Western  Conference.  The  Little  Rock  congre- 
gation participated  in  the  work  of  the  General  Conference  that  included 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  society  founded  in  1832.  The  Con- 
ference sent  its  first  missionary  to  Calcutta,  India,  in  1835. 
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Little  Rock  Church  furthered  the  work  of  the  entire  denomination  by 
making  contributions  to  Missions,  Education,  Disabled  Ministers,  and 
Minute  Fund. 

Special  collections  received  from  members  makred  the  early  contri- 
butions. These  funds  were  used  in  specific  situations  as  the  needs  arose. 
Early  church  records  show  the  following  items  noted: 


New  well  bucket  $  .85 

Needy  members  3.50 

Western  Conference  1.00 
Union  Meeting  .50 

Stove  for  new  building  6.50 
Wood  for  stove  .80 

Expenses  for  church  11.70 

Free  gift  for  pastor  7.65 


At  one  yearly  meeting,  the  pastor  was  paid  $15;  another  year,  $19.70. 
In  1878,  the  Conference  was  having  a  hymnbook  published  and  the 
church  sent  $4.50  to  help  with  expenses.  During  another  year,  the  offer- 
ing for  the  expenses  of  the  church  was  $3.55. 

The  Little  Rock  congregation  continued  its  support  and  affiliation 
with  the  General  Conference.  North  Carolina  founded  its  own  school 
and  Seminary  in  Ay  den  in  1896. 

In  1901,  a  second  building  committee  was  elected  to  raise  money  for 
a  new  church.  In  1903-04,  for  $1004.95,  the  presently  used  sanctuary 
was  built.  This  debt  was  paid  prior  to  the  yearly  meeting  in  1907.  Polly 
Newsome  gave  pews  for  this  building.  At  some  point  after  1907,  a  bay 
window  choir  loft,  choir  chairs,  and  an  organ  were  added  to  the  audi- 
torium. The  1884  building  was  purchased  by  James  Newsome  and  was 
moved  to  its  present  location  on  the  comer  of  Oak  and  Goldsboro  streets, 
north  of  the  railroad  on  property  adjoining  the  Masonic  Lodge.  It  has 
been  the  home  of  the  Cooper  Woodard  family  for  a  number  of  years. 

While  the  church  continued  to  grow  and  prosper,  its  congregation 
helped  in  the  organization  of  other  area  churches.  On  December  17, 
1921,  a  motion  was  made  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  a  church  at 
Daniel's  Chapel  and  thirty-three  members  transferred  to  become 
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members  of  this  new  church.  Also  in  1921,  a  motion  was  accepted  to 
help  the  Union  Meeting  and  Western  Conference  establish  a  church  in 
Wilson.  More  than  twenty-five  members  have  transferred  to  this  church. 

In  March,  1927,  another  committee  was  selected  to  further  the  building 
program  and  add  six  Sunday  school  rooms  and  a  new  choir  loft  to  the 
sanctuary.  Many  materials  for  the  Sunday  school  rooms  were  donated. 
Logs  were  given  which  had  to  be  cut  and  hauled  to  a  sawmill  owned 
by  two  members.  As  the  men  worked  to  make  the  additions  to  the  house 
of  God,  the  women  helped  by  cooking  and  carrying  food  to  them.  The 
total  cost  for  the  addition  was  $2900.  According  to  all  available  records, 
the  completion  of  these  rooms  made  Little  Rock  the  first  Free  Will  Baptist 
church  in  North  Carolina  to  add  Sunday  school  rooms. 

As  a  recognized  and  affiliated  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Little  Rock 
was  involved  when  North  Carolina  joined  the  National  Free  Will  Baptist 
Convention  at  its  organizational  meeting  at  Black  Jack,  Pitt  County,  in 
1935.  New  mission  work  and  a  Bible  College  grew  out  of  this 
organization.  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  and 
Oklahoma  established  Children's  Homes.  (Later,  North  Carolina 
established  Mount  Olive  College,  before  withdrawing  from  the  National 
Convention  in  1961.) 

Ten  years  passed  quickly  and  in  the  growing  church,  improvements 
were  needed.  In  1938,  a  committee  was  elected  and  $1500  was  received 
from  the  estate  of  J.  H.  Lucas.  These  funds  were  used  to  build  a  new 
roof,  paint  both  the  interior  and  exterior  of  the  church,  finish  floors,  lay 
new  carpet,  install  new  windows,  and  remove  the  outside  shutters. 

The  beginning  of  World  War  II  found  many  men  in  the  church  and 
surrounding  commnity  involved  in  defending  our  country.  At  home, 
faithful  Christians  found  various  ways  to  support  our  troops.  Available 
to  all  families  were  standard  sized  boxes  that  could  be  filled  as  care 
packages  for  service  men  overseas.  Often  containing  socks, 
handkerchiefs,  personal  hygiene  items,  and  other  nonperishables,  these 
boxes  were  mailed  postage  free  through  the  Red  Cross.  Many  church 
families  participated  by  preparing  boxes  and  writing  letters.  Across  the 
nation,  announcements  were  made  in  churches  that  citizens  were  to 
listen  for  the  tolling  of  church  bells.  Everyone  was  told  to  go  to  the 
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church  when  the  bells  rang,  regardless  of  the  day  of  the  week.  At  Little 
Rock  and  Lucama  United  Methodist  Church,  those  hearing  the 
announcement  spread  the  word.  On  June  6,  1944,  at  11:00  am,  the  bells 
began  to  toll.  The  D-Day  Invasion  had  begun.  In  a  farming  community, 
this  date  fell  in  the  middle  of  planting  season  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
day.  Nevertheless,  according  to  Mr.  Ralph  Barnes,  Little  Rock  Church 
was  ''crammed  full"  for  a  prayer  service.  During  that  service,  everyone 
was  told  to  continue  to  listen  for  the  tolling  of  the  bells.  On  May  7, 1944, 
the  bells  tolled.  The  church  was  again  "crammed  full. "  This  was  a  service 
of  thanksgiving  and  prayer  for  victory  in  Europe  (V-E  Day). 

After  the  war,  a  degree  of  normalcy  returned.  The  Little  Rock 
congregation  voted  to  replace  the  coal  stoves  with  a  gas  heating  system 
for  $939  in  1949.  This  modern  convenience  greatly  added  to  the  comfort 
of  the  congregation  and  definitely  decreased  the  work  of  those  dedicated 
men  who  volunteered  to  bring  in  buckets  of  coal  and  provided  a  much 
cleaner  form  of  heating. 

Two  years  later  in  1951,  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Evans  donated  a 
lot  on  which  the  church  could  construct  a  parsonage.  Located  on  what 
is  today  known  as  Blalock  Road,  the  parsonage  was  completed  in 
September  of  the  same  year  at  the  cost  of  $15,000.  It  was  dedicated  in 
September,  1956,  at  an  outdoor  service  on  its  lawn.  While  the  parsonage 
was  under  construction,  Mr.  Braxton  Jones  donated  a  baptistry  to  be 
added  behind  the  choir  loft  in  the  sanctuary. 

Having  used  the  added  Sunday  school  rooms  since  1927,  the 
congregation  found  itself  in  need  of  even  more  rooms  by  1956.  A 
committee  made  plans  for  these  for  additional  rooms  to  be  added  to 
the  north  side  of  the  main  auditorium.  These  rooms  were  designed  to 
serve  a  dual  purpose  with  folding,  accordion-style  doors  that  could  be 
opened  to  allow  the  room  to  be  used  for  times  of  fellowship.  At  a  cost 
of  $10,000,  this  addition  was  part  of  a  larger  plan,  which  included 
renovation  of  the  auditorium  and  installation  of  a  baptistry  costing  $900. 
Working  closely  together,  several  committees,  along  with  the  trustees, 
set  Homecoming,  1958  as  the  target  date  for  completion  of  these 
important  changes. 
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By  Homecoming,  the  project  was  indeed  completed;  the  goal  met. 
All  new  furniture  replaced  the  old.  New  pews  and  pulpit  furniture  were 
given  in  memory  or  in  honor  of  loved  ones  by  family  members.  A  new 
piano  was  presented.  From  the  old  Five  Points  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
came  a  beautiful  painting  by  Dorothy  Rackley  to  be  used  in  the  baptistry. 
Other  gifts  included  a  brass  altar  set  given  by  the  family  of  W.R.  and 
Neppie  Davis;  a  brass  communion  set  given  in  memory  of  Bessie  Lucas 
Brown,  and  carpet  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary.  Mrs.  Ethel  Johnson 
specially  ordered  offering  plates  made  of  myrtle  wood  in  memory  of 
her  father.  Uncle  Larry  Lucas.  Mrs.  Montie  Barnes  donated  hand  rails 
for  the  front  steps  in  memory  of  her  husband,  Mr.  Frank  Barnes.  All  of 
these  additions  made  a  beautiful  building  in  which  to  worship. 

According  to  the  minutes  of  the  Seventy-Second  Annual  Session  of 
the  Western  Conference  held  in  October,  1958,  at  Branch  Chapel  Church, 
Johnston  County,  Mrs.  Pearl  Blalock  and  Mrs.  Ollie  Gray  Jones  served 
as  delegates.  At  the  time,  we  had  277  members,  150  on  roll  in  Sunday 
school,  and  the  salary  for  Rev.  Bruce  Barrow  was  $1,740  for  a  part-time 
position. 

Little  Rock  Church  continued  to  grow.  Additional  changes  came  at 
different  times,  often  to  replace  equipment  in  disrepair,  some  to  conserve 
energy,  others  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  growing  congregation  and  an 
enlarged  facility.  Insulation  was  added  to  the  educational  building  and 
the  parsonage.  A  new  heating  unit  was  also  needed  at  the  parsonage 
and  cost  $850.  A  heating  and  air  conditioning  plant  was  installed  at  the 
church  in  two  separate  projects  over  a  period  of  two  years.  The  heating 
plant  came  first,  costing  $3,250.  After  this  cost  had  been  paid,  then  the 
air  conditioning  was  completed  at  $2,000.  Mr.  Braxton  Jones  funded 
the  air  conditioning  of  the  new  educational  building  that  greatly  added 
to  the  comfort  of  the  children  and  teachers  in  Sunday  school.  An 
important  milestone  was  reached  in  Little  Rock  history  when  the  church 
began  full-time  services  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Frank  Harrison  in 
1961. 

By  1965,  several  important  activities  were  planned.  Another  building 
project  was  planned  for  the  addition  of  a  vestibule  for  $2300.  The 
Laymen's  League  sponsored  additions  of  storm  windows  for  the 
sanctuary,  folding  tables  for  the  fellowship  room,  and  a  heater  for  the 
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baptistry.  The  Woman's  Auxiliary  sponsored  choir  robes.  Those  selected 
were  loose  fitting  with  small  gathers  around  the  front  yolk.  Gold  stoles 
complemented  the  deep  burgundy  color. 

In  the  spring  of  1970,  Rev.  Eakes  chose  to  honor  students  graduating 
from  high  school  or  college.  Senior  Sunday  featured  an  academic 
processional  of  the  students  involved  and  the  presentation  of  an 
engraved  copy  of  the  Bible  to  high  school  graduates.  Early  in  June,  we 
enjoyed  Child  Dedication  Sunday  for  children  bom  in  the  previous  year. 
Both  of  these  services  honoring  the  children  and  young  adults  in  our 
congregation  would  become  long-standing  traditions. 

During  the  early  1970s,  physical  improvements  were  numerous.  The 
Little  Rock  congregation  gave  in  a  very  commendable  way  as  God  had 
so  abundantly  blessed  all  labors  of  faith.  In  January,  a  new  organ  was 
installed  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Youth  Auxiliary.  Plans  were  made 
to  protect  the  entire  church  by  adding  aluminum  siding.  A  building 
fund  drive  was  begun  and  the  work  was  completed  in  March  1970,  at  a 
cost  of  $5,800.  That  same  year,  stained  glass  windows  were  pledged  as 
memorials  and  installed  in  the  sanctuary.  By  September,  1971,  new  roofs 
were  installed  on  the  church,  educational  building  and  the  parsonage 
at  a  cost  of  $2,480.  In  March,  1972,  the  church  voted  to  build  a  double 
carport  and  a  utility  room  at  the  parsonage.  This  project  was  completed 
at  a  cost  of  $6,182.68.  In  October,  1973,  the  church  voted  to  purchase  an 
activity  bus  for  church  use  at  a  cost  of  $900.  The  Redding  Class  made  a 
large  contribution  towards  its  purchase,  as  did  many  individuals  and 
organizations  in  the  church.  The  Laymen's  League  constructed  an 
outside  storage  building,  and  erected  an  area  light  for  the  parking  area. 
Also  in  October,  plans  for  remodeling  the  sanctuary  were  presented 
and  adopted  by  the  church.  New  pews  were  placed  in  the  choir  loft; 
new  carpeting  was  installed  throughout  the  sanctuary;  new  wainscoting, 
chair  rail,  and  indirect  lighting  were  added  to  the  sanctuary.  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Smith  Mitchell  donated  the  lighting.  Prior  to  the  remodeling,  a  public 
address  system  was  donated  and  installed  in  the  sanctuary  by  Mr.  Albert 
Turner.  The  ceiling  was  insulated  for  comfort  and  economy.  In  August, 
1973,  the  Redding  family  placed  an  Art  Glass  window  behind  the 
baptistry  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Redding.  As  a  gift  to  the  church, 
Mr.  Roy  Godwin  fiberglassed  the  baptistry.  Carpet  was  donated  to  cover 
the  four  back  Sunday  school  classrooms  and  the  hallway.  The  Redding 
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Class  (now  Fellowship  Class)  and  Fellowship  Class  (now  Senior  High 
Class)  had  already  carpeted  their  rooms.  Also  included  in  the 
remodeling  was  carpet  for  the  nursery,  vinyl  floor-covering  for  the 
educational  building  and  wainscoting  for  half  of  the  educational 
building.  The  work  of  remodeling  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $10,599.36 

After  the  sanctuary  was  remodeled  in  1974  and  pews  replaced,  the 
church  retained  the  original  pews  to  be  used  in  various  classrooms.  In 
December,  1974,  the  congregation  voted  to  sell  four  choir  pews  to  Mr. 
Milton  Barnes  for  $10  each.  The  lumber  for  these  pews  came  from  trees 
grown  on  his  grandfather's  farm.  By  the  mid-seventies,  a  new  heating 
and  air  conditioning  system  was  needed  in  the  parsonage.  In  July,  1975, 
the  church  voted  to  fund  this  installation  for  $2,267.18.  At  this  same 
time,  the  ladies'  restroom  in  the  educational  building  was  remodeled 
for  $250.  In  1976,  the  church  published  the  first  black  and  white  directory. 
Little  Rock  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Community.  The  cover  picture  offered 
a  view  of  the  church  building  and  included  the  tall  trees  in  the  church 
yard.  The  shady  area  on  the  right  of  the  building  was  used  for  spreading 
dinner  on  the  grounds,  homecoming  style.  According  to  the  Little  Rock 
Church:  History  in  Review,  found  on  the  opening  pages  of  the  directory, 
the  active  membership  in  1977  was  200,  with  374  listed  in  the  total 
membership  records.  "Forward  in  Faith  to  God's  Glory"  was  the  church 
motto. 

During  the  decade  of  the  seventies,  significant  administrative  changes 
were  made  which  proved  their  worth.  In  September,  1972  ,  the  Deacon 
Board  was  increased  to  seven  members.  In  December,  1972,  the  church 
voted  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  Church  Constitution  and 
By-Laws.  This  was  adopted  on  September  23,  1973  and  has  proven  to 
be  a  great  asset  to  the  administrative  and  spiritual  life  of  the  church.  In 
June,  1973,  the  Trustee  Board  was  increased  to  seven  members.  In  July, 
1975,  the  church  combined  its  Church  School  and  Church  treasuries 
and  administrative  processes. 

With  Sunday  school  growth,  additional  youth  activities,  and  a  need 
for  organized  long  range  planning,  the  church  voted  to  form  a  Christian 
Education  Board  in  March,  1976.  The  church  adopted  this 
recommendation  and  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  were  amended, 
making  members  of  this  board  also  members  of  the  General  Board  of 
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the  church.  Administratively  and  spiritually,  this  addition  also  proved 
to  be  an  asset  in  the  life  and  work  of  the  church.  This  board  was 
organized  to  serve  as  a  nominating  committee  for  Sunday  school 
teachers  and  officers.  Other  duties  included  planning  and  promoting 
Bible  School,  the  annual  Children's  Christmas  program,  keeping 
materials  up  to  date,  and  planning  on-going  programs  for  continuous 
programs  of  Christian  Education  for  teachers,  officers,  and  lay 
volunteers.  Activities  were  numerous  for  all  groups  at  Little  Rock. 
During  the  early  seventies.  Circle  No.  4  began  hosting  the  Senior 
Citizens'  banquet,  a  special  evening  of  delicious  food  and  entertainment. 
All  seniors  seventy  or  older  and  their  spouses  were  invited.  This  event 
proved  so  enjoyable  that  it  would  become  an  annual  event. 

In  1975,  the  church  voted  to  hire  a  choir  director  to  replace  Mrs. 
Kathleen  Beamon  who  had  served  as  a  faithful  volunteer  director  for 
17  years.  Mr.  Randy  Barham,  a  music  major  from  Atlantic  Christian 
College  (now  Barton  College)  was  hired  as  the  first  salaried  choir 
director.  In  1979,  Little  Rock  expanded  its  youth  ministry  by  accepting 
the  sponsorship  of  a  Cub  Scout  Troop  and  a  Brownie  Scout  Troop,  in 
addition  to  the  already  existing  Cherubs,  AFC,  and  YFA  programs.  The 
scouting  program  was  very  successful  for  twelve  years.  During  this 
period,  Ricky  Bridgers  earned  his  Eagle  Scout  award. 

A  major  construction  milestone  in  the  life  of  Little  Rock  appeared  in 
October,  1976,  when  the  church  voted  to  construct  a  building  to  help 
meet  the  fellowship  needs  of  our  congregation.  Provisions  for  two 
additional  Sunday  school  rooms  were  included  in  the  plans  for  future 
needs  of  the  church.  It  was  first  suggested  that  an  addition  be  built  to 
the  church  adjoining  the  Redding  classroom.  Plans  were  drawn  and 
the  one  selected  offered  a  large  fellowship  area,  kitchen,  restrooms  and 
two  classrooms  with  sliding  accordion  doors,  a  vestibule,  concrete  floors, 
paneled  walls,  and  aluminum  siding.  This  plan  was  amended  to  add 
ten  feet  to  the  building  or,  according  to  the  clerk's  notes,  "as  much  as 
possible/'  to  omit  the  vestibule,  and  add  a  stoop  over  the  front  door. 
Plans  were  approved  to  move  the  door  on  the  floor  plan  to  meet  with 
the  side  church  door  and  to  add  a  breezeway.  The  estimated  cost  was 
$45,000.  In  October  1977,  in  keeping  with  the  rich  history  of  Little  Rock, 
the  new  fellowship  building  was  named  Heritage  Hall  Seven  members 
of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  worked  together 
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to  formulate  the  rules  for  use  of  the  new  building.  Historical  pictures 
and  documents  were  framed  and  placed  in  the  front  lobby  area. 
Members  of  the  Faith  Circle  provided  blinds  for  all  windows.  Mrs.  Judy 
Dail  Boykin  and  Mrs.  Dorothy  Dail  Lucas  donated  an  ornamental 
painting,  brass  candlesticks,  and  a  hall  table  in  memory  of  Miss  Addie 
Lee  Dail.  In  September,  1980,  the  remaining  debt  on  Heritage  Hall  was 
retired.  By  far  the  greatest  expense  ever  undertaken  by  the  congregation, 
it  is  significant  to  note  that  during  the  three-year  period  in  which  the 
church  spent  the  $45,000  on  the  new  building,  the  giving  to 
denominational  enterprises  increased  each  year.  The  church  also 
participated  in  raising  money  to  feed  the  poor,  aided  local  families  in 
various  ways,  and  annually  supported  the  work  of  the  Gideon's 
International. 

While  construction  on  the  fellowship  building  was  underway,  a  long- 
standing prayer  need  of  Little  Rock  Church  was  realized  in  September 
1977.  Arrangements  were  macje  to  purchase  approximately  one-half  acre 
of  land  adjacent  to  the  present  church  property.  As  already  recorded. 
Uncle  Larry  Lucas  donated  the  present  property  to  the  church.  The 
additional  property  was  purchased  from  Mrs.  Ethel  Lucas  Johnson, 
daughter  of  Uncle  Larry.  In  a  special  called  business  meeting,  the  church 
authorized  the  Trustees  to  survey  the  land,  draw  up  the  property  deed 
and  complete  the  purchase  at  a  cost  of  $1,500.  An  unnamed  individual 
pledged  $500;  Mrs.  Johnson  donated  $500  in  memory  of  her  father,  and 
the  remaining  cost  was  pledged.  This  was  truly  a  cause  for  much 
thanksgiving  for  the  people  of  Little  Rock.  It  came  about,  we  firmly 
believe,  as  God's  answer  to  much  prayer  for  many  years  from  many 
people. 

Our  congregation  had  the  opportunity  in  1978  to  have  Mr.  Bryant 
Hines  work  with  our  young  people  for  two  weekends  per  month.  He 
received  $25  for  each  week  worked,  but  for  an  agreed  period  of  no  longer 
than  one  school  term.  Ms.  Cathy  Eatmon  joined  our  church  as  choir 
director  in  1980,  replacing  Randy  Barham.  A  music  teacher  at 
Beddingfield  High  School,  Cathy  quickly  became  a  part  of  our  church 
family.  She  brought  not  only  her  directing  knowledge,  but  also  her  band 
background  and,  at  least  once  during  her  time  with  us,  we  had  a  parade 
as  part  of  our  kickoff  to  Vacation  Bible  School.  In  December,  1980,  we 
added  sixty  red  pew  Bibles  for  a  cost  of  $3.25  each.  Many  memorial  and 
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honorary  donations  were  received  to  cover  the  cost.  In  June,  1983,  a 
steeple  was  added  to  the  church  at  a  cost  of  $7,037.72.  Donations  received 
towards  the  cost  of  the  steeple  totaled  $2,968.03.  This  addition  enhanced 
the  beauty  of  our  church.  Many  travelers  and  church  members  have 
commented  about  the  sight  of  the  landmark  as  they  approach.  It  can  be 
seen  from  the  north  atop  the  hill  near  the  former  home  of  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Smith  Pike  or  from  the  south  after  they  cross  Davis  Creek  and  round 
the  curve.  Those  approaching  from  the  east  on  Blalock  Road  have  an 
unobstructed  view  from  the  curve  at  the  former  home  of  Mr.  Sid 
Woodard.  The  added  lighting  used  to  illuminate  the  steeple  at  night 
truly  provides  a  beacon  in  the  dark  for  all.  After  the  steeple  was  in  place, 
a  chime  system  was  installed  in  May,  1986,  for  $4,534.77.  This  system 
offered  a  variety  of  hymns  to  be  enjoyed  by  those  living  and  working  in 
the  area.  The  hymns  could  be  heard  at  8:00  am,  12:00  noon,  and  6:00  pm 
daily,  except  on  the  Sabbath  when  they  chime  at  9:15  am  and  12:15  pm, 
immediately  following  the  morning  worship  service,  and  again  at  6:00  pm. 

In  the  early  1980s,  the  members  of  Circle  Four  published  a  cookbook. 
Our  Favorite  Recipes,  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Rose  Parrish  Hinnant.  In  1983, 
the  congregation  voted  to  sell  eight  of  the  remaining  wooden  pews  and 
to  retain  two  pews  to  be  refinished  and  to  be  placed  with  other  historical 

-'  ?  pieces  in  Heritage  Hall.  In  1984,  the  congregation  voted  to  add  pew 
cushions  in  the  sanctuary.  These  cushions  were  added  when  sufficient 

,  ■  donations  were  made  to  cover  the  entire  cost  of  $3,300.  They  were  the 
standard  button  design  with  durable  fabric  and  a  deep  crimson  to  match 
the  carpet,  kneeling  cushions,  and  pulpit  chairs. 

In  March,  1986,  Mr.  Raymond  and  Mrs.  Dorothy  Lamm  donated  a 
shelter  that  was  placed  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  church  property. 
The  shelter  was  large  enough  to  be  used  for  an  outdoor  cooking  area 
when  large  quantities  of  food  were  to  be  prepared.  It  proved  especially 
useful  when  these  events  met  with  unfavorable  weather.  Barbecue  or 
barbecue  chicken  plate  sales  for  church  fund  raisers  or  benefits  have 
been  a  popular  way  to  meet  specific  financial  needs,  to  provide 
additional  funds  for  love  offerings  when  needed  in  the  community,  or 
to  serve  the  congregation  for  a  fellowship  social.  On  a  regular  basis,  the 
shelter  would  be  used  for  parking  the  van  that  was  purchased  in  1987 
for  $13,000.  Later  that  same  year,  new  choir  robes  were  purchased  with 
a  $1,500  donation  and  the  church  voted  to  give  the  burgundy  set  to  a 


15 


church  with  this  specific  need.  The  new  robes  were  pale  gray, 
lightweight,  and  washable.  According  to  choir  members,  they  are  much 
more  comfortable  than  the  heavyweight  ones  used  for  more  than  twenty 
years. 

In  1987,  an  A-frame  porch  was  built  on  the  rear  entrance  of  Heritage 
Hall.  This  addition  made  for  easier  access  to  the  building  in  poor 
weather,  provided  a  space  for  cooking  on  a  smaller  scale,  and  a  cool 
shady  place  for  fellowship  and  friendly  conversation.  Mr.  Leo  Bass 
donated  and  erected  a  split  rail  fence  bordering  the  parking  lot  on  the 
rear  of  the  church.  Mr.  Donald  Coates,  a  ministerial  student  from  Mount 
Olive  College,  served  our  church  with  an  internship  for  nine  months. 
During  this  time,  he  began  our  first  Children's  Church  program.  This 
program  would  continue  for  five  years  by  lay  volunteers;  it  was  later 
changed  to  a  Children's  Sermon  by  the  pastor  as  part  of  the  worship 
service  in  the  sanctuary.  In  1988,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Winstead  replaced  Cathy 
Eatmon  as  choir  director. 

Also  in  1988,  a  handicapped  access  ramp  was  added  to  the  rear  of  the 
church  to  provide  easy  entry  to  the  educational  building.  Miss  Addie 
Lee  Dail  donated  the  $1,500  necessary  for  constructing  the  ramp.  A  major 
landscaping  project  was  also  undertaken  to  preserve  the  church  grounds 
and  to  add  to  the  beauty.  Anew  church  directory  was  also  published  in 
1988.  This  color  edition  presented  a  new  look  at  the  total  church  facility, 
including  Heritage  Hall  and  the  steeple.  Photos  in  the  opening  section 
depict  various  boards,  youth  groups.  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Laymen's 
League,  the  choir,  a  Children's  Church  group,  and  times  of  fellowship. 
With  a  growing  congregation,  this  directory  was  needed  to  add  all  new 
active  families  and  individuals  since  the  1976  edition.  By  1989,  the  lights 
on  the  steeple  had  to  be  replaced. 

As  the  last  decade  of  the  century  began,  the  congregation  was  actively 
invovled  in  a  variety  of  projects,  additions,  and  regular  maintenance. 
As  with  any  often-used  facility,  continuous  maintenance  and  upgrading 
were  necessary  and  often  more  costly  than  past  expenses.  However, 
the  congregation  continued  to  recognize  the  need  to  move  forward,  to 
make  changes  with  future  use  in  mind,  and  to  give  of  their  blessings  to 
complete  projects. 
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At  the  January,  1990,  business  meeting,  a  motion  was  made  to  buy 
new  hymnals.  The  YFA  wished  to  contribute  to  the  project  and  a  number 
of  individuals  had  expressed  an  interest  in  donating  hymnals  for 
memorials  or  honorary  gifts.  Cost  of  the  new  hymnals  was  $10.00  each. 
The  used  hymnals  were  given  to  members  who  wished  to  have  them. 
All  remaining  copies  were  given  to  a  mission  church.  A  new  sound 
system  was  added  the  same  year  and  the  former  was  also  donated  to  a 
mission  church.  In  the  educational  building,  a  renovation  project 
included  the  addition  of  a  permanent  wall  and  door  between  the 
Primary  I  and  II  classrooms  and  the  installation  of  bi-fold  doors  between 
the  Primary  II  and  Intermediate  I  classrooms. 

In  January,  1992,  the  congregation  voted  to  replace  the  roof  on  Heritage 
Hall  for  $2,851.90.  A  portion  of  this  cost  was  paid  with  donations. 
General  maintenance  on  the  steeple  lights,  sign  lighting,  air 
conditioning,  and  painting  were  projects  that  also  came  before  the 
trustees  that  fall.  In  April,  1992,  memorial  funds  of  $294  were  used  to 
purchase  28  sets  of  stoles  for  choir  robes.  These  stoles  would  match  th 
parament  cloths.  This  addition  to  the  new  robes  greatly  added  to  the 
unity  of  appearance  in  using  the  colors  to  signify  specific  dates  related 
to  Biblical  events  or  special  events  planned  in  the  church.  After 
Thanksgiving,  the  Friendship  Class  erected  a  Nativity  Scene  in  the 
pasture  on  the  north  side  of  the  church.  The  class  planned  to  make  this 
an  annual  project  and  to  expland  it  next  year,  if  possible.  Ms.  Melissa 
Joyner  joined  our  staff  as  choir  director  in  1993. 

The  Homecoming  Project  for  September,  1993,  was  paving  the  parking 
lot  at  a  cost  of  $16,000,  plus  $3000  to  correct  a  soft  spot.  The  total  cost, 
paid  in  June,  1994,  was  $20,641.89.  Major  contributions  toward  the 
paving  project  were  received  from  the  estate  of  Mr.  Vernon  and  Mrs. 
Annie  B.  Lamm  and  also  from  donations  made  in  their  memory.  Mrs. 
Pearl  Blalock  donated  the  cost  of  paving  the  handicapped  and  reserved 
parking  area  in  front  of  Heritage  Hall.  Early  in  September,  prior  to 
Homecoming,  we  were  offered  the  opportunity  to  purchase,  for  $5000, 
the  pasture  adjoining  our  parking  lot.  It  was  one-half  acre  of  the  Wade 
and  Margaret  Davis  property,  then  owned  by  Gray  and  Ethel  Boswell. 
Our  men  moved  the  fence  and  re-installed  it  on  the  new  property  line 
and  refilled  the  ditch  on  the  owner's  side.  After  this  work  was 
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completed,  the  owners  gave  $500  back  to  the  church.  In  October,  to 
prepare  for  paving,  a  hardworking  group  of  our  men  moved  the  Scout 
storage  building  from  the  eastern  corner  of  church  property  to  a  new 
site  under  the  large  oak  tree  in  the  pasture.  Paving  proceeded;  parking 
spaces  were  painted,  and  the  newly  paved  lot  was  dedicated  as  part  of 
Homecoming,  September,  1994.  In  October,  1994,  the  carpet  was  replaced 
in  the  Senior  High  class,  back  hall,  and  three  additional  Sunday  school 
rooms  in  the  main  building.  Also  in  1994,  a  major  remodeling  of  the 
church  office/ pastor  study  was  complete  and  the  second  church  picture 
directory  was  published.  In  1995,  Cynthia  Kennedy  Winborne  was  hired 
as  choir  director  to  replace  Melissa  Joyner.  A  graduate  of  Mount  Olive 
College  and  a  Lucama  native,  Cynthia  began  working  with  all  age 
groups  to  increase  the  participation  in  our  music  programs.  Her 
experience  with  the  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  was  especially  helpful 
to  our  youth  groups  in  Western  District  and  State  Competitions. 

In  January,  1995,  recognizing  the  need  for  additional  office  space,  Mr. 
Eakes  requested  that  he  be  able  to  move  his  office  to  the  classroom 
previously  occupied  by  Nursery  II.  Additional  cabinets,  wiring,  doors, 
heaters  and  phone  jacks  were  estimated  at  $2,153  to  be  paid  from  the 
Memorial  Fund.  The  Homecoming  Project  adopted  at  the  July  Yearly 
Business  Meeting  was  the  expansion  of  the  Narthex.  Each  of  the  three 
Sunday  school  rooms  on  the  back  of  the  church  received  a  new  coat  of 
paint  in  November. 

By  January,  1996,  the  estimated  bid  for  Narthex  expansion  was  $25,000. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  handle  fundraising  for  this  project.  As 
construction  began,  the  handrails  given  by  Mrs.  Montie  Barnes  were 
moved  to  the  entrance  of  the  nursery.  By  1998,  the  project  was  completed 
with  the  addition  of  a  spacious  Narthex  with  entrances  on  both  the 
north  and  south  sides.  Three  stained  glass  windows  and  a  brass 
chandelier  made  the  addition  even  more  beautiful.  The  Narthex  afforded 
the  space  to  showcase  the  altar  table  from  the  original  church,  as  well 
as  two  1884  altar  chairs.  These  historical  items  had  been  restored  in 
1981.  A  good  number  of  families  and  numerous  individuals  made 
monetary  memorial  and  honorary  donations  for  the  construction  of  the 
Narthex.  These  names  were  displayed  on  the  outer  wall  above  the 
historical  furniture.  The  church  purchased  two  matching  credenza 
shelves  to  be  placed  on  the  wall  just  inside  each  entrance.  Additional 
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furniture  donations  added  to  the  beauty  and  use  of  the  Narthex. 
Mr.  Kermit  and  Mrs.  Peggy  Lamm  donated  a  coat  rack  in  honor  of  their 
grandson,  Anderson  Lamm  and  a  table  in  honor  of  their  daughter, 
Ginger  Schultz-Lamitie,  her  husband  Jim  Lamitie,  and  grandchildren, 
Kris  and  Megan  Schultz.  Betty  Atkinson  gave  a  complementary  table 
and  coat  rack  in  honor  of  her  grandson,  Brandon  McMurray.  The  round 
stained  glass  window  was  given  by  De  and  Carolyn  Lakes  in  memory 
of  Miss  Imettie  Raper  and  in  honor  of  their  son,  Kevin.  Mr.  Willis  and 
Mrs.  Frances  Holland  donated  a  stained  glass  window  in  memory  of 
Mr.  Arthur  L.  and  Mrs.  Lettie  K.  Barnes.  In  the  northern  corner  of  the 
Narthex  is  an  appropriate  photograph  of  the  1945  baptism  of  Mr.  Ralph 
Barnes  by  Rev.  M.  L.  Johnson.  Mr.  Ralph  is  standing  in  the  pool  by  the 
Little  Rock.  To  our  knowledge,  this  is  the  only  available  picture  of  a 
baptism  at  that  site. 

The  legendary  church  mice  became  an  expensive  reality  in  February, 
1996.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  according  to  minutes  of  the  quarterly 
business  meeting,  damage  to  the  chime  system  "caused  by  the  mice" 
would  cost  $1,200  to  repair.  The  congregation  found  it  more  feasible  to 
purchase  a  new  digital  compact  system  for  $3,515  than  to  invest  such  a 
large  amount  to  repair  a  dated  system.  Memorial  funds  were  used  for 
this  addition. 

While  the  Narthex  project  was  underway,  the  congregation  sold  the 
parsonage  to  Mr.  Graham  Johnson  on  April  24,  1996  for  $63,000  and 
less  than  one  month  later,  on  May  9, 1996,  we  were  able  to  purchase  for 
$70,000,  the  Wade  and  Margaret  Davis  home  and  lot  owned  by  Gray 
and  Ethel  Boswell.  Located  on  the  corner  of  Blalock  and  Little  Rock 
Church  Roads,  this  home  would  be  used  as  a  parsonage  at  such  time  as 
our  church  had  the  need.  It  would  be  used  as  rental  property  to  help 
with  maintenance  and  provide  income.  The  purchase  of  this  property 
gave  our  congregation  ownership  of  all  property  from  the  driveway 
south  of  Heritage  Hall  to  Blalock  Road. 

Over  the  years,  traditions  have  developed  which  include  times  of 
fellowship  for  our  congregation  and  guests.  Homecoming  always 
includes  a  sumptuous  meal.  The  annual  Thanksgiving  dinner  of 
barbecued  turkey  with  all  of  the  trimmings,  the  Children's  Christmas 
Program,  and  Annual  Cantata  are  just  a  few  examples  of  the 
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opportunities  we  have  to  share  food,  beautiful  seasonal  decorations, 
and  warm  fellowship.  As  the  traditional  events  evolved  and  our 
congregation  continued  to  grow,  a  change  in  organizational  procedures 
became  necessary.  For  a  number  of  years,  the  Church  Social  Committee 
had  been  responsible  for  preparing  for  seven  major  fellowship  events 
each  year.  In  1997,  the  congregation  voted  to  organize  a  committee  for 
each  event  with  the  members  responsible  for  coordinating 
arrangements,  decorations,  food  preparation  or  covered  dishes 
volunteered  by  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  enjoy  cooking.  This  plan  has 
worked  quite  well  for  several  reasons,  including  affording  each 
committee  time  to  concentrate  on  its  specific  fellowship  event,  and 
additional  opportunities  for  many  more  volunteers  to  become  more 
active  in  the  total  life  of  the  church.  Instead  of  one  committee  of  six  or 
seven,  now  we  have  seven  committees  of  five  to  seven  members  or 
more. 

In  February,  1998,  Mr.  David  and  Mrs.  Denise  Blalock  and  their  son, 
Collin,  donated  a  two-octave  set  of  brass  hand  bells.  These  hand  bells 
were  given  as  a  memorial  to  Mrs.  Amy  Blalock.  This  addition  to  the 
music  program  afforded  the  opportunity  to  form  two  hand  bell  choirs 
that  perform  beautiful  sacred  selections  at  regular  services  and  as  part 
of  special  services.  Future  plans  for  additional  octaves  to  the  set  would 
allow  for  the  consolidation  of  the  two  present  choirs  and  the  beginning 
of  a  third  group.  This  hand  bell  music  ministry  known  as  the  Little 
Rock  Ringers  has  been  an  inspiring  addition  to  the  musicians  as  well  as 
the  congregation.  When  hand  bells  became  an  integral  part  of  our  music 
program,  Cynthia's  role  changed  from  choir  director  to  Minister  of 
Music. 

Our  youth  groups  were  continuously  active  and  growing.  At  the 
Quarterly  Conference,  July,  1998,  the  congregation  voted  to  hire  a  part- 
time  Youth  Minister.  The  Christian  Education  Board  sought  to  find 
someone  to  fill  this  position  who  would  further  the  mission  of  the  church 
and  offer  Christian  activities  and  spiritual  guidance  to  our  youth.  Jason 
Young,  ministerial  student  at  Mount  Olive  College,  was  hired  and  came 
to  work  with  us  in  June,  1998,  just  in  time  for  Bible  School.  At  this  time. 
Children's  Church  was  reinstated  in  our  regular  worship  pattern  for 
children  ages  four  through  fourth  grade.  With  Jason  in  charge  of  the 
children's  service  and  a  member  of  the  Christian  Education  Board  to 
assist,  this  facet  of  worship  grew  and  was  enjoyed  by  the  children 
involved. 
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Later  in  the  spring,  1999,  the  congregational  volunteers,  under  Jason's 
direction  and  the  leadership  of  the  Christian  Education  Board, 
undertook  the  presentation  of  its  first  Easter  drama.  Footsteps  of  jesus. 
This  outreach  ministry  was  performed  as  a  walk-through  drama  with 
scenes  depicting  the  life  of  Jesus.  Beginning  in  the  educational 
department  with  the  manger  tableau  and  ending  in  the  sanctuary  with 
the  Crucifixion  and  Resurrection,  the  production  was  enjoyed  both  by 
the  audience  and  those  who  performed  in  each  scene.  Much  time,  effort, 
and  preparation  was  necessary  by  all  involved  since  all  new  costumes, 
scenery,  lights,  sound  effects  and  audio  had  to  be  coordinated.  Inclement 
weather  on  the  evening  of  the  first  performance  did  not  dampen  the 
spirits  of  the  performers  or  the  members  of  the  audiences. 

In  July,  1999,  Sunday  worship  was  a  planned  surprise  to  honor  De 
and  Carolyn  Eakes  for  their  thirty  years  as  a  part  of  the  Little  Rock 
family.  General  Board  Chairman,  Wayne  Evans  served  as  worship  leader 
and  guest  speakers  included  Dr.  Burkette  Raper  and  Rev.  Ray  Wells. 
Guests  in  the  congregation  included  family  members  from  both  the 
Eakes  and  Sullivan  families,  special  friends  and  many  former  members. 
Special  music  was  presented  by  the  Christeens  and  the  ladies  in  Circle 
Four  gave  a  well-received  parody  of  the  popular  gospel  song.  Please  Let 
Me  Sing  in  the  Choir.  On  behalf  of  Mount  Olive  College,  Dr.  Raper 
accepted  a  $3000  donation  for  the  establishment  of  an  endowment  to 
honor  our  pastor  and  his  wife.  Carolyn  and  De  also  received  two  stone 
ornamental  garden  benches  and  the  plan  to  begin  a  memorial  rose 
garden  on  the  lawn  of  the  church.  Serving  more  consecutive  years  than 
any  other  pastoral  family,  De  and  Carolyn  have  been  energetic,  visionary, 
and  responsive  to  the  leading  of  the  Spirit  of  god.  No  church  can  grow 
past  the  spiritual  strength,  the  personal  faith,  and  the  passion  for  Christ 
that  dwells  in  the  hearts  of  its  leaders.  Little  Rock  OFWB  is  a  growing, 
caring  church  led  by  a  couple  whose  faith  leads  them  and  in  whose 
hearts  Christ  truly  dwells. 

Prior  to  the  Easter  season  in  2000,  the  Christian  Education  Board  and 
Jason  Young,  along  with  approximately  35  performers,  again  produced 
Footsteps  of  jesus,  the  second  annual  staging  of  the  walk-through  drama 
that  had  been  expanded  to  include  additional  scenes  staged  in  Heritage 
Hall.  Again  the  drama  was  deemed  a  success  by  all  involved  and  by 
the  audiences  on  both  nights.  In  October,  1999,  the  YEA  organized  a 
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highly-popular  fellowship  event,  The  King's  Ball.  With  a  fall,  harvest- 
time  theme,  the  activities  were  planned  for  fun  for  all  ages.  Traditional 
hot  dogs,  baked  goodies,  games,  cake  walks,  and  the  auction  were 
enjoyed  by  everyone  in  attendance. 

In  the  spring  of  2000,  Jason  Young  was  graduated  from  Mount  Olive 
College  and  resigned  to  take  a  full-time  position.  We  hired  Charles  (Bear) 
Waters,  Jr.,  as  our  new  Youth  Minister.  A  junior  ministerial  student  also 
attending  Mount  Olive  College,  Bear  settled  in  quickly,  assisted  with 
Bible  School,  and  began  the  Summer  Enrichment  Program,  a  weekly 
youth  event  that  included  field  trips  and  other  outings  for  youth  of  all 
ages.  With  the  help  of  adult  volunteers.  Bear  coordinated  a  very 
enjoyable  addition  to  our  youth  program.  He  also  accompanied  several 
of  our  youth  on  their  week  at  Cragmont.  When  school  opened  in  the 
fall.  Bear  and  adult  volunteers  initiated  the  After  School  Program  for 
youth  to  have  refreshments,  inspirational  time,  homework/ study  time, 
and  various  forms  of  crafts  and  entertainment.  As  practice  for  the 
Christmas  programs  began,  the  After  School  Program  included  an 
informal  dinner  planned  and  prepared  by  volunteers.  This  enabled 
participants  to  arrive  immediately  after  school,  enjoy  the  well-organized 
activities  and  dinner,  then  be  ready  for  choir  rehearsal  or  play  practice. 
Children's  Church  became  known  as  a  time  for  "Bear  and  his  Cubs." 

Youth  activities  at  Little  Rock  have  become  more  numerous  over  the 
years.  With  so  much  happening,  there  needed  to  be  a  strong 
organizational  structure  in  place.  With  the  Youth  Minister  and  volunteer 
youth  group  leaders  operating  under  the  leadership  of  the  Christian 
Education  Board,  the  decision  was  made  in  July,  1999,  to  create  a  Youth 
Coordinator  position  which  would  provide  an  adult  volunteer  to  work 
the  Youth  Minister  and  youth  leaders.  The  person  in  this  position  would 
serve  as  a  resource  person  to  advise,  counsel,  and  assist  the  Youth 
Minister  in  developing  a  more  meaningful,  effective  youth  ministry  in 
the  church  and  community.  Dianne  Wheller  was  named  the  first  Youth 
Coodinator  and  according  to  the  Constitution,  she  may  serve  for  two 
years. 

The  YEA  sponsored  the  second  annual  King's  Ball,  held  in  October, 
2000.  Many  members  and  guests  enjoyed  the  fall  festival  atmosphere 
and  the  addition  of  a  country  store.  As  always  when  our  congregation 
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gathers,  wonderful  food,  fun  and  fellowship,  followed  by  the  infamous 
cake  auction  which  enabled  our  youth  to  earn  a  large  profit  for  their 
treasury.  They  plan  to  purchase  new  playground  equipment  for  the  back 
lawn  area  between  Heritage  Hall  and  the  handicapped  ramp.  They  also 
plan  to  make  a  sizable  donation  to  the  building  fund.  Again,  we  are 
truly  blessed  to  have  hardworking  teenagers  with  the  Spirit  working  in 
and  through  their  unique  ministry. 

A  vital,  active  group  in  the  life  of  Little  Rock  is  the  Woman's  Auxiliary. 
For  many  years,  our  ladies  have  been  members  of  various  circles.  Time 
passed  and  we  lost  most  of  the  senior  members  of  Circle  One,  including 
the  Five  Pearls:  Mrs.  Amy  Pearl  Blalock,  Mrs.  Pearl  B.  Blalock,  Mrs.  Lossie 
Pearl  Brinson,  Miss  Imettie  Pearl  Raper,  and  Mrs.  Pearl  Raper.  Our  ladies 
continued  to  be  involved  in  the  Circle  One,  Faith  Circle,  and  Circle  Four. 
Growth  in  Circle  Four  had  been  strong  and  had  reached  out  to  include 
many  of  the  younger  women.  As  they  grew  in  their  dedication  to  the 
work  of  the  church,  the  group  prayerfully  considered  their  future  role. 
Eleven  of  the  younger  women  from  Circle  Four  came  together  in  January, 
2000,  to  form  Trinity  circle,  with  the  hope  that  many  of  the  other  young 
women  would  find  a  place  in  circle  activities,  a  place  of  fellowship  and 
sharing.  This  new  circle  went  to  work  quickly  to  organize  a  new  edition 
of  a  church  cookbook,  A  Taste  of  Homecoming.  The  book  proved  so 
popular  that  a  second  printing  was  needed.  They  also  worked  to  publish 
the  fourth  edition  of  the  church  directory,  a  color  edition  featuring 
numerous  pictures.  Historical  photos  were  used  in  the  introduction  and 
were  followed  by  group  pictures  to  depict  Caring  through  Leadership, 
Music,  Programs,  and  Worship.  Circle  Four  worked  together  to  design  an 
afghan  with  scenes  of  Little  Rock  woven  into  the  fabric.  This  beautiful 
afghan,  ready  just  before  Homecoming,  2000,  also  proved  to  be  a 
keepsake  which  many  in  the  congregation  wished  to  purchase.  A  second 
order  had  to  be  made  to  fill  the  requests.  Circle  Four  has  continued  the 
longstanding  tradition  of  the  Senior  Banquet  held  in  the  spring.  Our 
ladies  study  and  share  their  faith;  they  work  willingly  to  support  the 
programs  of  the  church  and  various  denominational  enterprises.  They 
organize  and  coordinate  many  fellowship  meals  and  refreshments  for 
social  events,  as  well  as  responding  to  requests  from  the  Benevolence 
Committee. 
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Shortly  after  the  New  Year,  2001,  plans  were  underway  to  continue 
the  Easter  dramatic  production,  but  to  reorganize  the  format.  Minister 
of  Music,  Cynthia  Winborne,  working  with  the  Christian  Education 
Board,  chose  to  expand  the  presentation.  Rewritten  from  a  tableau-style 
drama,  the  third  annual  production  entitled  Journey  with  Jesus  depicted 
the  life,  ministry.  Crucifixion  and  Resurrection,  with  the  entire 
performance  staged  in  the  sanctuary.  The  addition  of  dialogue  and  music 
greatly  enhanced  the  Easter  story  as  a  cast  of  more  than  forty  and 
numerous  behind-the-scenes  support  crews  presented  four 
performances  over  two  nights. 

One  of  the  most  often  used  buildings  at  Little  Rock  is  Heritge  Hall. 
On  any  given  day,  one  may  find  the  following  functions  taking  place: 
meetings,  Bible  Study,  bell  practices.  After  School  Program,  scenery 
construction,  fellowship /fundraising  meal  preparation,  social  events, 
or  two  regular  Sunday  school  classes  and  a  New  Beginnings  class  as 
needed  for  new  members.  The  kitchen  area  is  a  hub  of  activity  and, 
with  increased  membership  and  attendance  at  many  functions,  the 
standard  kitchen  stove  has  been  sorely  overworked.  The  Laymen's 
League  voted  to  replace  the  stove  with  a  large  commercial  stove  that 
could  increase  the  preparation  capacity.  They  were  able  to  obtain  a 
second-hand  stove  by  donation.  The  installation  was  completed  by  our 
men  and  used  for  the  first  time  on  Easter  Sunday  morning,  2001,  to 
prepare  breakfast  for  Community  Sunrise  Services. 

Since  the  first  organizational  meeting  of  Little  Rock,  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years  have  passed.  The  anniversary  will  be  commemorated 
on  May  19-20,  2001  with  Cornerstone  130,  a  building  campaign  that 
mirrors  the  vision  and  faith  of  the  first  congregation  in  1871.  The  goal  is 
to  expand  the  present  facility  in  a  two-phase  program.  The  proposed 
first  phase  will  be  the  construction  of  a  Christian  Education  addition 
on  the  northeast  side  of  the  educational  building.  This  addition  will 
have  a  connecting  breezeway  to  the  present  educational  building,  and 
will  house  sixteen  new  classrooms  of  various  sizes,  a  choir  room,  a 
meeting  area,  storage  room,  and  restrooms.  The  second  phase  will 
enlarge  the  present  sanctuary  and  choir  loft  by  utilizing  the  classrooms 
in  the  present  facility.  We  prayerfully  hope  that  God  will  bless  us  in  this 
growth  project  and  that  our  vision  will  meet  the  needs  for  the  future 
generation  of  believers  who  worship  at  Little  Rock. 
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With  growth  comes  change  and  the  need  for  additional  personnel  to 
serve  the  congregational  needs.  We  have  volunteers  who  serve  as 
greeters  in  the  Narthex  prior  to  the  Sunday  worship  service.  Others 
assist  with  Children's  Church  and  the  Nursery.  Our  permanent 
Benevolence  Committee  is  ready  when  called  to  assist  in  arranging, 
delivering  and  serving  meals  for  bereaved  families  in  time  of  loss.  At 
the  request  of  the  Deacon  Board,  a  constitutional  change  was 
recommended  in  January  2001,  to  increase  the  Deacon  Board  from  seven 
members  to  nine  and  to  decrease  the  length  of  service  from  seven  years 
to  three.  This  change  was  approved  at  the  April  quarterly  conference.  A 
new  sign  for  the  front  lawn  was  approved  earlier  in  the  year  and  has 
been  installed.  Incidental  painting  should  be  complete  by  May  19, 2001. 

Each  passing  year  and  God's  blessings  have  left  their  mark  on  Little 
Rock.  All  of  the  changes — from  the  original  sanctuary  through  the 
numerous  buildings  and  remodeling  stages,  from  a  one-room 
schoolhouse  to  a  modern  facility  and  anticipated  new  Christian 
Educatioanl  building,  from  a  small  group  to  a  growing  congregation — 
have  brought  the  congregation  where  it  is  today — all  by  the  grace  and 
mercy  of  God.  Our  sign  on  the  front  reflects  our  motto:  Christianity  is 
Caring.  We  hope  that  our  faith,  our  actions,  and  our  love  for  others  will 
always  reflect  our  mission  statement: 

To  present  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  as  many  people  as  possible; 
To  provide  a  place  of  nurture,  worship,  and  fellowship  for  the  faith 
community; 

To  maintain  and  grow  a  church  of  the  OFWB  denomination  in  this 
community. 

We  seek  to  accomplish  this  mission  statement  locally  and  through 
the  outreach  ministries  of  our  denomination  and  the  larger  Wilson 
County  community.  The  salaried  church  staff  consists  of  the  minister, 
youth  minister,  church  secretary,  and  minister  of  music.  Additional 
volunteers  accept  long-term  appointments  to  key  positions  as  clerk  and 
assistant  clerk,  and  treasurer  and  assistant  treasurer.  We  have  four  very 
talented  and  dedicated  musicians  who  accompany  the  congregation 
and  choirs  on  piano  and  organ.  We  have  a  large  group  of  active  members 
and  a  growing  body  of  faithful  believers,  an  excellent  lay  leadership 
team  and  a  strong,  multi- talented  group  of  volunteer  workers.  As  well 
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as  striving  tirelessly  to  improve  its  local  ministry,  Little  Rock  has  been 
among  the  leaders  in  supporting  every  phase  of  the  work  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  denomination. 

We  actively  support  Vlount  Olive  College  through  regular  donations 
and  have  an  average  of  35  Bridge  Builders  yearly.  Our  youth  groups 
participate  in  the  Western  Conference  monthly  youth  rallies  and  the 
yearly  State  Youth  Convention.  Our  Woman's  Auxiliary  program 
participates  in  the  conference  activities.  Sunday  school  teachers. 
Christian  Education  Board  members  and  lay  leaders  are  continuously 
involved  in  growth  workshops  and  Sunday  school  study  programs 
sponsored  by  the  College,  the  FWB  Press,  and  the  Sunday  School  Board. 
One  Sunday  each  month,  an  additional  offering  is  taken  to  support  one 
of  the  denominational  enterprises.  In  our  local  community  outreach, 
we  have  offered  support  to  deaf  ministries,  Hope  Station,  and  the  Soup 
Kitchen.  The  baskets  for  the  Soup  Kitchen  are  placed  at  strategic  points 
in  the  church  and  members  fill  them  on  a  regular  basis.  Christmas 
programs  include  a  food  offering  to  be  given  to  Hope  Station  and  locally 
to  needy  families  or  individuals.  Our  congregation  began  participating 
in  community  services  at  Thanksgiving  and  Easter.  Corporately  and 
individually  members  support  The  FWB  Children's  Home  in  Middlesex, 
NC.  Mrs.  Carolyn  Fakes  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  for  twelve 
years.  We  have  hosted  two  blood  drives  for  the  American  Red  Cross. 
As  needed,  our  members  share  in  their  abundance  through  love 
offerings  for  families  who  need  support  in  time  of  illness  or  emergency. 

In  so  many  ways,  the  Little  Rock  congregation  has  been  blessed.  One 
very  significant  blessing  is  the  leadership  provided  by  its  pastors.  From 
the  very  beginning,  the  stability  of  long-term  leadership  by  Daniel  Davis 
offered  time  to  grow  and  to  nurture  the  faith  of  the  members.  Through 
the  years,  numerous  men  have  given  of  themselves  in  serving  the 
congregation.  The  present  pastor.  Rev.  De  Eakes  has  remained  at  Little 
Rock  longer  than  any  other  pastor.  His  leadership  and  vision,  under 
God's  grace  and  guidance,  have  helped  our  congregation  grow  in  unity 
and  spirit. 
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It  is  appropriate  to  recognize  the  men  who  played  prominent  roles 
in  the  leadership  and  history  of  the  church: 


Daniel  Davis 
P.  T.  Lucas 
Daniel  Davis 


1871-1893 
1893-1897 
1897 


R.  F.  Pittman 
S.  H.  Styron 


C.  M.  Johnson 
S.  H.  Styron 
R.  N.  Hinnant 
M.  E.  Tyson 
M.  L.  Johnson 


1922-  1923 

1923-  1927 
1927-1929 
1929-1936 
1936-1939 
1939-1942 
1942-1951 
1951-1959 
1959-1961 
1961-1969 
1969- 


J.  H.  Worley 
C.  R.  Pierce 
L.  T.  Phillips 
G.  W.  Davis 
R.  Strickland 
G.  W.  Ferrell 


1897-1899 
1899-1901 
1901-1907 

1907-  1908 

1908-  1909 

1909-  1912 
1912-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1922 


N.  B.  Barrow 
L.  B.  Woodall 


J.  R.  McCaskey 


F.  R.  Harrison 
D.  W.  Eakes 


R.  F.  Pittman 
S.  H.  Styron 


Through  the  years.  Little  Rock  provided  a  Christian  atmosphere  as  it 
grew  and  developed.  Its  influence  has  helped  many  individuals  come 
to  know  Christ  and  follow  in  His  ways.  Perhaps  its  influence  helped 
the  following  men  in  their  decisions  to  enter  the  ministry. 


Ministers  ordained  from  Little  Rock 

P  T.  Lucas  {Uncle  Pat) 

E.  T.  Lucas  (Uncle  Doc) 

J.  A.  Evans 
'    E.  S.  Sasser  (Buddy) 

K.  Alan  Lamm 

Harold  Owens 

Local  men  ordained  in  other  churches 
W.  A.  Hales 
Calvin  Capps 
Ransome  T.  Lucas 

Former  members  of  Little  Rock  and  later  ordained 
Raymond  Sasser 
J.  B.  Narron 
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It  is  important  to  note  that,  according  to  the  Constitution,  at  age  70, 
any  person  who  has  served  a  term  on  the  Board  of  Deacons  becomes  a 
member  of  the  Honorary  Deacon  Board.  Seven  men  have  been  named 
to  this  Board. 


As  we  reflect  on  the  Hfe  of  Little  Rock  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  we  remember  humble  beginnings  in  1871  by  a  small  group  of 
active  Christians.  We  see  growth  from  a  one-room  schoolhouse  to  the 
present  facility,  from  six  Christian  women  to  a  large  membership  of  425 
believers  in  a  beautiful  building.  Records  concerning  the  growth  and 
development  are  available  from  1871  until  the  present,  except  for  the 
years  1883-1896.  In  the  life  of  Little  Rock,  many  members  have  been 
active  in  its  services  and  projects.  To  mention  the  names  of  each  mem- 
ber is  impossible.  Prayers  of  thanks  are  offered  for  their  untiring  efforts 
and  true  Christian  spirit.  God  recognizes  each  one.  The  steady  progress 
has  been  characterizied  by  a  unity  of  spirit  throughout  its  history.  Our 
prayer  is  that  God  will  grant  us  grace  to  remain  firm  and  steadfast  in 
the  years  to  come. 

With  the  approaching  anniversary  of  130  years,  we  feel  that  our  con- 
gregation has  just  begun  to  see  all  that  God  will  do  in  and  through  our 
ministry.  We  are  excited  about  the  future  blessings  and  challenges  He 
has  for  His  Church  gathered  at  Little  Rock  OFWB  Church.  As  with 
Abraham,  God  promises  to  bless  His  people  and  He  expects  His  people 
to  be  a  blessing  to  all  people. 


O.  W.  Raper 
Wade  Davis 
Ralph  Barnes 
Braxton  Jones 


Ed  Pittman 
Everett  Currie 
Roy  Godwin 
Benjamin  Bass 
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The  name  ''Little  Rock"  is  derived  from  the  rock  pictured  here.  For  many 
years  baptismal  services  were  held  in  front  of  this  rock  in  a  natural  pool.  This 
rock  is  located  on  Davis  Creek. 
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Circa  1945 
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Circa  1971 
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